Dear Parent/Caregiver
You might have heard that New Zealand is currently seeing a big increase in the number of measles cases.

Measles is a serious disease, with 30% of children who contract it experiencing complications including diarrhoea, ear infections and pneumonia  Inflammation of the brain and death occur for about 1-2 cases per 1,000.

Measles is also very contagious- every infected person will pass it around 13 other people.  Infected children need to stay away from school, adding to the burden for those even mildly affected.

This practice is committed to protecting you against measles. Fortunately the MMR vaccine provides this protection.

Could you please take a moment to check with your nurse or doctor that your family is up to date with their vaccinations, and if not, we can provide free access immediately.

We can also provide other information on measles or the MMR vaccine.  If you need further guidance, please just ask.
If, as a community we can increase vaccine coverage by even 3%, this will make a huge impact on stopping the spread of measles and other diseases.

Many thanks for your attention
Your General Practice team.

